“THANK YOU. YOU’VE HELPED ME UNDERSTAND
WHAT IT’S LIKE TO BE HUMAN.”
Domain is a transmedia performance that explores the urgent philosophical implications of the rapid evolution of artificial
intelligence. Intertwined interactions with a participatory installation, online multimedia content, and a theatrical performance
immerses the audience in the complex relationship between Jonah, an unorthodox digital savant, and her creation, ANNI,
the world’s first sentient artificial intelligence. The narrative unfolds across these platforms in a series of surreal, fragmented
scenes from Jonah’s life.
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TRAILER { http://vimeo.com/arcosdance/domain }
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AS TECHNOLOGY DRAMATICALLY RECONFIGURES OUR DAILY EXISTENCE, DOMAIN PROVOKES US TO CONSIDER THE
IMPORTANT ELEMENTS OF HUMANITY THAT REMAIN BEYOND ITS GRASP OF COMPREHENSION.

INSTALLATION

Audience members can have one-on-one
conversations with artificial intelligence
character ANNI onscreen via a headset.

MULTIMEDIA

Multimedia chapters relased on a website
and via text message before and after the
live performance extend the experience.

PERFORMANCE

The 90-minute theatrical performance
combines dance, theater, cinema, and
interactive technology to tell its story.

COMPANY + DIRECTORS
ARCOS experiments rigorously to discover adventurous new forms of contemporary performance. They have presented and won awards at festivals including Currents
International New Media Festival, Online Performance Art Festival, and Edinburgh Fringe, created commissions of new work at interdisciplinary symposia at
Connecticut College’s Ammerman Center for Arts and Technology and Texas State University, served as guest teaching artists at institutions such as University
of Colorado Boulder and Colorado College, published peer-reviewed writing in Theatre Design and Technology journal, participated such residencies as Ucross
Foundation and KHN Center for the Arts, and received grants from public and private sources including the National Endowment for the Arts, Mid-America Arts
Alliance, and the Charles and Joan Gross Family Foundation.
ERICA GIONFRIDDO is a dancer, choreographer, and somatic researcher experimenting with how bodies—and humans—connect.
She is a co-founder and co-director of ARCOS, where her work has been commissioned and presented at festivals and institutions
including Edinburgh Fringe, 15th Biennial Symposium on Arts and Technology, CounterCurrent, and Currents New Media. She
has performed works by Anna Sokolow, David Parsons, Robert Moses, Gail Gilbert, Arturo Fernandez, and Luciana Achugar and
choreographed for and Texas State University, Texas A&M University, Moorehead State University, Shenandoah Conservatory,
Motion X Dance DC, and INTERDANSA. She holds a BFA in Dance Performance and Choreography from Shenandoah Conservatory, is
ERICA GIONFRIDDO certified as a GYROKINESIS® and GYROTONIC® trainer, and serves as adjunct lecturer in dance at UT Austin.
director / choreographer
CURTIS UHLEMANN is a choreographer who has presented work throughout the United States and Europe. He is a co-founder
and co-director of ARCOS, and his work has been recognized by the government of Spain, Dancing Times, and Dance Magazine,
among others, for its exceptional use of space layered with visceral movement and a keen sense of musicality He has studied and
performed works by José Limón, Betty Jones, Lisa Race, David Dorfman, Paul Taylor, David Parsons, and Mark Morris. He holds a
BFA in Modern Dance / Dance Science and Injury Prevention from Brockport College Brockport College, has served as designer and
choreographer for the Boston Crusaders Drum and Bugle Corps and ten-time world champions Cadets Drum and Bugle Corps, and
CURTIS UHLEMANN continues to teach and judge color guards around the country.
director / choreographer

ELIOT GRAY FISHER
director / multimedia artist

ELIOT GRAY FISHER is an interdisciplinary artist working at the intersection of performance and technology. As co-director of
ARCOS, he propels its inventive integration of new media and compelling dramatic narrative in performance. He has composed
music and designed sound for short and feature film, theater, and dance, created documentary and animated shorts, built
interactive installations, and created original theatrical performances. He has received awards and commissions from the Paul
Robeson Fund for Independent Media, the Ammerman Center for Arts and Technology, and the Charles and Joan Gross Family
Foundation, among others. He holds BA degrees in Film Studies from Wesleyan University and Documentary Studies from College
of Santa Fe, and an MFA in Interdisciplinary Arts from Goddard College.
* GYROTONIC® and GYROKINESIS® are registered trademarks of Gyrotonic Sales Corp. and are used with their permission.

PRODUCTION SPONSORS

OUTREACH + ENGAGEMENT
ARCOS carries out its mission by ensuring that
its innovative multimedia performances are both
relevant and accessible to a diverse range of
contemporary audiences by embedding outreach
and education into its performance practice. The
artists of ARCOS are passionate about working
to engage communities through interdisciplinary
performances that challenge dominant ways of
thinking, reflect the turbulent process of traditions in flux, and explore the
complexity of being human today. Domain takes on the urgent effects of rapid
technological advancement in contemporary society and can be presented as a
standalone performance or accompanied by residency events in collaboration
with artistic, scientific, or educational institutions and organizations. Mutually
beneficial partnerships were instrumental in the original creation of Domain, as
described in these testimonials from commissioning institutions.

ARCOS served as guest artists-in-residence in October 2015, teaching contemporary
ballet, modern, composition, multimedia performance history, video for dancers, and
creating an original multimedia dance piece for advanced students in the Dance Division’s
performance ensemble. ARCOS returned in September 2016 to premiere Domain, which
was commissioned for Engagement: Symposium of Philosophy and Dance.

ARCOS was one of three interdisciplinary artistic teams selected from over sixty
applicants invited to Connecticut College to present a new commissioned work
for the 2016 Ammerman Center Symposium on Arts and Technology, Open
All Ports, a forum for multidisciplinary dialogue at the intersection of arts,
technology, and contemporary culture. They presented ANNI (Archival Narrative
Network Initiative), which went on to become a key element of Domain.

“We were thrilled to have ARCOS come to Connecticut College as one of
our commissioned artistic teams. During their weeklong residency, ARCOS
introduced their creative work process to great effect to various classes,
including a time-based media art class; a computer science introduction
class; and a dance media class. The presentations were engaging and
inspiring to our students, who were impressed and motivated by the
professional and thoughtful creative process presented by ARCOS.
The presentation of ANNI was visually and conceptually powerful and
engaging.”
ANDREA WOLLENSAK
DIRECTOR, AMMERMAN CENTER for ARTS and TECHNOLOGY

“It was a pure joy to have them here and I am deeply grateful for their work
with our dancers. ARCOS’ artistic integrity and generosity of spirit are so
beautifully evident in their process.”
LEANNE SMITH
DIRECTOR, DANCE DIVISION, DEPARTMENT of THEATRE and DANCE
“The artistry produced by ARCOS Dance is vital for upcoming dancers,
choreographers, designers, and technicians to experience first-hand. Their
seamless blend of technology and choreography, of stagecraft and story is
where the dance industry is going and they are experts in this medium.”
SCOTT VANDENBERG
PRODUCTION COORDINATOR, DEPARTMENT of THEATRE and DANCE
“I have no doubt that after experiencing ARCOS’ lectures, classes,
process, and performance, our students’ understanding of making art
grew (and will continue to grow) beyond what they could have ever
expected as students of dance.”

“ARCOS is a one of a kind team with extraordinary talent, passion and
discipline, and we are so grateful for their time here!”
ANA BAER CARRILLO
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT of THEATRE and DANCE
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KAYSIE SEITZ BROWN
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT of THEATRE and DANCE

PRESS + PUBLICATIONS

“puts the viewer in the center of the action”
– PASATIEMPO, SANTA FE NEW MEXICAN

“dreamlike and mysterious”
– ALBUQUERQUE JOURNAL NORTH

“like a game of geocaching as imagined and acted
out by the likes of laurie anderson and pilobolus”
– DEVON JACKSON, FREELANCE WRITER

“[arcos is] an experimental platform for dance
technology—a merging together of bodies in space
and digital creation. it’s like a modern brand
of philosophy, an embodiment of human history
alongside a projection of its uncertain future”
– ARTS + CULTURE TEXAS

“domain uncovered the ways that
technology actually serves more
to erase than replace human labor,
to make it invisible and to deny
its valuable role in a meaningful
life. by integrating contemporary
technology with performance in
complex, overlapping layers, the
production emphasized the labor
of the performers, technicians,
and machines—and made a case
for the continued value of human
intuition to identify signals in the
noise of a chaotic universe.”
– THEATRE DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY

